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Proposals are being sought for Symposia, Clinical Workshops and other didactic and interactive sessions for the 2013 American Clinical Neurophysiology Society (ACNS) Annual Meeting which will take place at the Miami Marriott Biscayne Bay in Miami, Florida.  This call for proposals is to enhance the opportunities for clinicians and investigators to introduce advanced scientific or clinical topics for those interested in the field of clinical neurophysiology.  

Proposals should include a title, outline of the session, list of moderator and speakers, and an overview of the objectives, scientific content, target audience and educational needs.   Format for proposals of various types is listed below.

Professional Practice Gaps

Programs of the ACNS are designed to address the following professional practice gaps and submissions will be evaluated with reference to these gaps:

Gap #1.  Emerging Areas of Practice.  Neurological intraoperative monitoring (NIOM) and intensive care unit EEG monitoring (ICU EEG) are new and rapidly evolving areas of clinical neurophysiology.  Few practicing neurologists have adequate training in these techniques, and physicians with competence in these areas are in great demand.  Educational activities should cover both basic methodologies for those practitioners new to ICU EEG and NIOM, and innovative techniques.

Gap #2.  General Practice of Clinical Neurophysiology.   Clinical neurophysiology procedures are performed by a large proportion of practicing US neurologists, many of whom have little or no formal training in clinical neurophysiology.  Many clinical neurophysiology procedures (e.g. evoked potentials, invasive EEG) are performed at low volume at most centers, and a forum for review and hands-on interpretation are essential to maintain competence in these areas.

Several specific topics with significant gaps between current practice and ideal practice have been identified via review of the literature, review of clinical neurophysiology fellowship curricula, and surveys of ACNS members and Annual Meeting attendees.

These include:
· Peripheral neurophysiology; Pediatric EMG, critical illness related neurophysiology, and muscle ultrasound

· Basic EEG: Identification of normal variants, identification of artifacts, clinical correlation

· Pediatric EEG, especially neonatal EEG

· Digital EEG processing, e.g. quantitative EEG and trends for use in the intensive care unit, source localization, coregistration with neuroimaging, etc.

· Full band EEG; Ultrafast and ultraslow EEG

· NIOM:  Motor evoked potentials, guidelines and standards of care for NIOM (e.g. indications, cost effectiveness)

· Evoked potentials: Current role of short-and long-latency EPs

· Video-EEG monitoring, especially invasive EEG

· Sleep; Use of new scoring system, implications for patient care

Proposals do not need to be limited to the above topics.  We especially welcome programs which have interactive or hands-on components, and are specifically designed to improve the procedural competence of attendees.

Types of Presentations

Symposia should be based on a scientific or clinical theme expanding cutting edge knowledge for a topic culminating into a conclusion or summary.  Symposia should be planned for two hours and no more than four speakers.  Sessions should utilize a lecture style learning format.  

Clinical Workshops are forums for clinical discussion and review of difficult clinical issues, within a 90-minute time slot.  These sessions may utilize case discussion, including video and neurophysiologic data, with a panel of "master" clinicians or utilize semiformal lecture type presentations reviewing clinical topics that would stimulate discussion.  These sessions are most applicable to controversial topics or those in which there is less definitive data, and will not necessarily reach a conclusion.   A question or series of questions should be introduced to the panel.  If case review is selected, the chair is expected to ensure the cases are of high quality and appropriate data for discussion is available.  

Discussion Groups should be considered for topics that avail themselves to active participation of the audience.  This format would encourage active audience participation and be directed toward difficult or controversial issues in clinical neurophysiology.  The discussion group should be planned for one hour time slot and contain no more than three discussants.  The moderator of the program is expected to ensure topic discussion and prepare questions that will encourage active participation of the audience. 

Financial Disclosures

It is the policy of the ACNS to insure balance, independence, objectivity, and scientific rigor in all of its individually sponsored or jointly sponsored educational programs. In order to comply with the ACCME’s Updated Standards for Commercial Support, the ACNS and the Law requires that anyone who is in a position to control the content of an educational activity discloses all relevant financial relationships with any commercial interest pertaining to the content of the presentation. Should it be determined that a conflict of interest exists as a result of a financial relationship of a planner of the CME activity, the planner must recuse himself or herself from the planning for that activity or relevant portion of that activity.  Should it be determined that a conflict of interest exists as a result of a financial relationship of a proposed presenter at a CME activity, the proposed presenter and the CME Committee must agree on a method to resolve the conflict. Refusal to disclose a conflict or the inability to resolve an identified conflict precludes participation in the CME activity.

Submitters must sign a Financial Disclosure Form.  Submissions are not considered complete and will not be submitted to the Program Committee unless this signature is on file. 

Content Validity

Recommendations involving clinical medicine in a CME activity must be based on evidence that is accepted within the profession of medicine as adequate justification for their indications and contraindications in the care of patients.  All scientific research referred to, reported or used in CME in support or justification of a patient care recommendation must conform to the generally accepted standards of experimental design, data collection and analysis.

The Program Committee will review the proposals and may suggest changes to provide a balance in the overall program.

Submission deadline is Monday, January 27, 2012
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Call for Proposals for Symposia, 

Clinical Workshops, and Discussion Groups

Proposal Title: _______________________________________________________________________

Type of presentation (check one): 
_____Symposium

_____Clinical Workshop

_____Discussion Group
Chair_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Chair Address______________________________________________________________________________________

Chair Email Address_________________________________________________________________________________

Chair Phone Number:____________________________                 Chair Fax Number_____________________________

Target Audience and Educational Needs_________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Scientific Content/Objective___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

By attending this presentation, participants will have the opportunity to improve competence or performance in

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Outline of Proposed Session___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Audiovisual Requirements____________________________________________________________________________

Attach a list of your proposed speakers and indicate if they are ACNS Members

(include full names, addresses, email, phone and fax).  Please be advised that there are limitations to the number of non-member speakers we can accept.
Return to:

A.C.N.S.

P.O. Box 30 ( One Regency Drive ( Bloomfield, CT  06002

Phone 860-243-3977  (   Fax 860-286-0787 ( email info@ACNS.org
Submission deadline is Monday, January 27, 2012
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Proposed Speaker List

Name _______________________________________________________________________________

ACNS Member   
 (  Yes

(  No

Address ______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Phone __________________  Fax __________________ Email _________________________________



Name _______________________________________________________________________________

ACNS Member   
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(  No

Address ______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Phone __________________  Fax __________________ Email _________________________________
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ACNS Member   
 (  Yes

(  No

Address ______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Phone __________________  Fax __________________ Email _________________________________
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